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Suncook Minutes 136
MEET ME IN SUNCOOK!

Minutes of Meeting

October 6, 2015
Present:  Joan Bailey, Noreen Bean, Gerald Belanger, Joyce Belanger, Melaine Boisvert (chair), Joan Bussiere, Jacqueline Clark, Jim Garvin, Jeanne Letendre, Louise Letendre, Larry Perron.  Also present as guests were Jo-Ann Bélanger of the Franco-American Centre franco-américain and Jennifer Belmont-Earl, public programs coordinator at the Castle in the Clouds (Castle Preservation Society).
1. Chair Melaine Boisvert called the meeting to order at the old Pembroke Fire and Police Station at 7:00 p.m.
2. The committee welcomed Jo-Ann Bélanger and Jenny Belmont-Earl to the meeting.  Because Jo-Ann and Jenny were guests, the regular business portion of the meeting was postponed until after the committee had heard their proposals.
Jo-Ann described her meeting with Jenny prior to one of the roundtable sessions on cultural and heritage tourism that Commissioner Van McLeod of the New Hampshire Department of Cultural Resources convened at Castle in the Clouds on October first.  Jenny had described her intention of mounting an exhibit that would explain the French-Canadian heritage of Thomas G. Plant, builder of “Lucknow” or the Castle in the Clouds in Moultonborough.  The exhibit would highlight the Franco-American legacy of New Hampshire and, as Jenny explained, would include oral history interviews with people who grew up in French-speaking or bilingual households.  Jo-Ann had told Jenny that Suncook Village once had the highest number of French-speakers per capita of any community in New Hampshire, and had invited Jenny to attend this meeting to discuss her ideas for the exhibit and interviews.
Jenny explained that she is planning to seek funding through grant proposals and corporate donations in order to purchase the necessary equipment to mount this exhibit at the Castle in the Clouds.  Meet Me in Suncook co-chair Ron Daviault is already involved with the effort and has agreed to be interviewed.  Professor Katharine N. Harrington of Plymouth State University, current chair of the Department of Languages and Linguistics, is interested in assisting; Professor Harrington is committed to developing visibility for French in central New Hampshire by celebrating the Franco-American heritage of the state.
Once Jenny has secured funding and acquired the necessary equipment, she would like to schedule interviews with willing participants in Suncook beginning in December or January in order to mount the exhibit by spring (May) 2016 and to arrange a program on French-Canadian and Franco-American music in June.  Themes to be explored in interviews might include growing up in a French-speaking community, the importance of the French language in family and community identity and life, and relationships with English-speaking neighbors.  

The committee discussed the pervasiveness of French in their families, organizations like the former Lion d’Or club and the earlier Cercle Dramatique et Littéraire (founded 1885), which assembled the first library in Suncook Village, and a 1974 University of New Hampshire master’s thesis by Gerard Blazon: “A Social History of the French Canadian Community of Suncook, New Hampshire (1870-1920).”  Members of the committee expressed enthusiasm for participating in this effort, and agreed to spread the word on the proposal to others in the community.  They thanked Jenny for her effort to attend the meeting and present her proposal.
3. On a motion by Joan Bussiere, seconded by Jackie Clark, the draft minutes of the meeting of September 1, 2015 were approved unanimously.
4. Noreen Bean presented the Treasurer’s Report, as follows:
Checkbook balance on September 1, 2015:



$6,829.50
Income:
None






        0 .00
Expenses: 
Check to Armand and Claudette Verville for 

expenses on Old Home Day float 


       50.00


Transfer of funds to Town of Pembroke for the 
Town Clock Fund


         

       90.00
Checkbook balance on October 6, 2015:



$6,689.50

On a motion by Jim Garvin, seconded by Joyce Belanger, the Treasurer’s Report was unanimously approved as submitted.
5. The committee discussed the question of resuming payment of dues.  On a motion by Joyce Belanger, seconded by Noreen Bean, the committee voted unanimously to resume an annual charge of $15 for committee members and $10 for associate members.

6. There was no report on the sale of Minutes on the Town Clock.  

7. Noreen Bean reported no additions to the Town Vault.

Old business:

8. Melaine Boisvert announced that the Pembroke Energy Committee has installed one LED test light in the existing Amoskeag light fixture in front of the Suncook United Methodist Church, and a second on the opposite side of Main Street near Mei’s Chinese Restaurant.  Melaine noted that the Energy Committee will hold a meeting to receive public comments at 7:00 p.m. on October 20, 2015, at the Pembroke Town Hall.  Jim Garvin, who attended earlier planning meetings on July 13 and July 20, plans to attend the October 20th meeting, and hoped that other committee members will also be there.  

Larry Perron commented that it would have been better if the glass globes of the fixtures had been cleaned before the LED lights were installed. He also preferred the whiter light of the LED units to the orange light emitted by the existing high-pressure sodium lights. Gerry Belanger observed that when the sodium lights replaced older mercury vapor lamps, he and others felt that the sodium lights were dimmer than the whiter mercury lamps.  He suggested that when bids are requested for LED streetlights, the town needs to specify the lumens to be emitted to be sure that the brightness equals that of the samples that the public is now evaluating.
9. Melaine Boisvert reminded everyone that a paragraph of memories of Suncook Village for the fall Meet Me in Suncook newsletter is needed this month, with the hope that Ingrid Lemaire and Jocelyn Carlucci can edit the newsletter and that Regis Lemaire can help to verify such stories.  Others in the community are also welcome to submit memories, and Melaine asked everyone to spread the word on this.  Joan Bailey and Joyce Belanger submitted their stories.
New Business:

10. At the September meeting, Larry Perron reported that the total bid submitted by PowerPlus Electrical and Wiring Services for replacing the eight lights on the Town Clock, including delivery and rental of the needed lift, is $2,820.  The existing lights remain inoperative.
The committee agreed that secretary Jim Garvin should send a letter to town administrator David Jodoin to invite discussion about how the town and Meet Me in Suncook might cooperate in addressing the Town Clock issue.

11. On a motion by Joyce Belanger, seconded by Larry Perron, the committee unanimously agreed to establish a policy of sending get-well cards to committee members who are hospitalized.  Noreen Bean sent a card from the committee to Jan Shichkin.
12. At the September meeting, the committee agreed that the subject of whether or not to hold winter meetings in early 2016 should be placed on the agenda of the meeting of October 6, 2015.  This subject was passed over until other members can be present.
13. The committee noted that the Allenstown Historical Society/Meet Me in Suncook float won first prize for “Theme” in the Old Home Day parade.  The committee noted the hard work and creativity invested in the float by Armand and Claudette Verville and, on a motion by Larry Perron, seconded by Jim Garvin, the committee agreed that the first prize plaque should be returned to Claudette and Armand.
14. Claudette Verville loaned an album for the committee to enjoy this evening.  The committee expressed its thanks to Claudette and enjoyed the album after the meeting adjourned.
15. The committee noted that the Allenstown Historical Society has been presented with the town’s first school bus, a 1925 REO Speed Wagon; see Concord Monitor, October 3, 2015, or

http://www.concordmonitor.com/community/town-by-town/pembroke/18620570-95/allenstowns-first-school-bus-a-1925-reo-located-donated-and-brought-home
The committee agreed to discuss making a contribution to the Allenstown Historical Society for the preservation and restoration of the vehicle.

16. Jo-Anne Bélanger described Commissioner Van McLeod’s regularly-scheduled roundtables for cultural and heritage tourism like the one described in Item 1 of these minutes.  Jo-Ann noted that many attendees are representatives from Main Street communities, and their concerns have much in common with the purposes of Meet Me in Suncook.  Jo-Ann suggested that representatives from Meet Me in Suncook might attend future roundtables.  Jim Garvin offered to contact Shelly Angers of the New Hampshire Department of Cultural Resources and ask if officers of Meet Me in Suncook could be added to the mailing list for invitations to future roundtables.
17. Larry Perron reported that the Pembroke Town Library had asked him to research a donation of six unidentified Suncook carte de visite photographs.  Larry and Brent Michiels located the photographer, Culver Photographic Studio, in the 1872 Concord city directory, which includes Suncook Village.  Joan Bussiere suggested that the family in the photographs resembled the Dowst family.  Jim Garvin will try to research other directories to learn how long Culver Photographic Studio was in business and whether another photographer succeeded them.
18. Larry Perron reported that a Colleen D’Italiano from Massachusetts had called Pembroke town clerk Jim Goff to inquire about the location of a home where her relatives had lived in the 1930s.  The house was described as being on Pembroke Street near “a private school.”  Larry was able to identify the house as a Doe house, across the street from the Pembroke town hall.  The present town hall stands on the site of a private school, the People’s Literary Institute and Gymnasium, built in 1840, which became the Pembroke town hall in 1865 (also used by the Grange) and burned in 1965.

19. The next regular meeting of Meet Me in Suncook will be on Tuesday, November 3, 2015, at 7:00 p.m. at the old Pembroke Fire and Police Station.
20. On a motion by Jim Garvin, seconded by Joan Bailey, the meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.

21. After adjournment, Joan Bailey passed around a clipping from the Concord Monitor picturing a recent class reunion of Pembroke Academy alumni.  The committee enjoyed looking through an album of photographs loaned by Claudette Verville.  There was extended discussion of a number of historic and rare photographs in an album brought to the meeting by Larry Perron.

Respectfully submitted,

James Garvin, Secretary
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